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By CALEB D’ANVERS, of Grav’s-Inn, E/q; 





SATURDAY, Novemser 27, 1731. 





Remarks on the Daily Courant of the 34 and the 
11th Inftant. 
cet R EAT Pains have been taken, for 
War fome Time pat, particularly in the 
Courant, to fhew the evil Ten- 
dency of writing freely upon foreign 
| Affairs, and that our conffitutional 
Liberty of the Prefs does not ex- 
empt /vch Writings from the Pe- 
nalfios of the Law. As this Di- 
ftinGtion between forcign and dome- 
flick Affairs hath been bat lately ftarted, and at a very par- 
ticular Criffs, 1 had Reafon to apprehend thatit was cal. 
culated to ferve a particular Occafion. I took Notice of 
This in my Paper of O4. 30. and confidered the 
Force of the Argament, on which the Diffindion was 
founded, with Impartiality and, I think, with Candoar; 
notwithftanding which the Writer, who appears in that 
Paper, hath thought fit to oblige us with three wore long 
Effays on the fame Subje&, or to the fame Tendency, 
with a great deal of dull Acrimony and low Prevarica- 
tion ; but, at prefeat, I fhail only make fome curfory Ob- 
fervations on the two fir/t. ; 

He denies that the fermer Courants, upon which J 
made my Animadverfions, were written with any fuch 
View, or Dzfign, as I imputed to Him ; but He muft 
excufe me, if I am a little hard of Belief in this Point ; 





“for the very Account, which He gives of Him/e/f in the 


apers now before me, as well as the Language, in which 
he writes, hath enabled me to make a pretty fhrewd 
Guefs from what Quarter They come; and I am not 
altogether fo ignorant of the World, or fo intirely un- 
acquainted with a ceptain Scheme now in Agitation, as 
to believe that this Species of Writing hath been par- 
ticularly mark'd out to. the Refentment of the civil 
Power, through a lorg Courfe of Papers for feveral 
Weeks together, and et fuch a particular Jun@ure, with- 
out fome particular Reajon, though He may think pro- 
per to difown it. ' 

If He was really fincere in this Declaration, why 
does He purfue the Hint, (which, He fays, I have gi- 
ven Him) with fo much Zes!, in twoer three fuble- 
quent Papers, and manifeftly endeavour to prejudge and 
aggravate the Guilt of a certain Perfon, now under Profe- 
cution, by making the following particular Application of 
bis DoSrine; which He calls, either knavithly or abivrdly, 
a general Obfervation; viz. that fhould the Authors, or 
Pablifbers of that particular Paper (meaning the Paper 
under Profecution) 4¢ then found guilty in the Points, on 
which they ftand lezally actufed, it would be no Allevia- 
tiom of their Crime, in the Exe of the Publick, that they 
are perbaps the very fame Perfons, who, through a Se- 
vies of Years, have treated the whole Threag of our fub- 
lick Tranfaétions in a Way fo apparently detrimental to 
the Nation. It is not a fit; it is not a sole Offence. 
——Now, with all due Sebmiffion to this worthy Adgo- 
cate for Profecations and Severity, I muft infift upon it 
that if the Perfon, to whom He alludes, fhould happen 
to be found guilty of the Crime, with which He is 
charged, it will be an Alleviation of it in the Eye of 
the Lew, as well asin the Eye of the Publick, that it 
is his fit and his /ole Offence; for the Law fuppofes 
tvery Man to be innocent, till He is found to be other- 
wife, and the Perfon, under Confideration, hath not yet 
incurred the Cenfure of the Law for any Offence 5 nay, 
He hath had the Happinefs to be openly acguitted, after 
a long Trial, of a Charge of the fame Nature, by the 
Juftice of the Court, and the Verdict of his Country ; to 
which He mutt again fubmit Himflf. But I thall fa 
no more upon this Subject, and fhould not have faid fo 
much, if it had not been extorted from me by the bafe 
and {candalous Attempt of this Writer. 

As to the late Difpete sbout Care’s Letters, which He 
endeavours to revive, I fhal! let it reft as I left it before 5 
becaufe it is of but little Importance to the Merits of the 
Caufe, as I then obferved ; and I am unwilling to draw 
any Gentleman into fach perfonal Altercations any farther 
than i¢ was neceflary to my own Defence, when I 
Was provoked to it by a particular Attack on his Ac- 
count. Befides, I met with the fame candid Ufage is 
this particular as I have in many others. The minife- 
vial Writers fir pointed out Cate’s Letters to me as a 
juft Pattern of political Writing, and when I had proved 
that I had already trod in the fame Steps, they reproach’d 
me with Breach of Friendjbip, Ingratituse, and 1 know 
not what, for viadicating my own Copdu& by that 

“Bettera, which they had recommended. I fhell there- 





fore quote his own Werks for the future, like other Writ- 
ings, when [ think them for my Purpofe, or of any Uf 
to the Publick, without entering into any farther Dif- 
putations about the Defign, or Conduct of the Writer. 

Before We come to the Merits of the Queftion, con- 
cerning foreign Affairs, another Remark is neccflary to 
difentangle it from the Pérplexities and Coufufien, which 
this Writer hath purpofely thrown about it, in order to 
conceal his own wretched Sophifries and Puzvarica- 
tions. 

In the firft Place, I ntuft obferve that the Writer of the 
Courant hath intirely mifreprefented the State of my Argu 
ment,in Defence of the Lidsrty of the Prefs; for he char- 
ges me with extending it to an unbounded Right of print- 
ing what We pleafe upon all Sdatters of Government and 
Religion, without any Regard either to Statute, or com- 
mon Law; whereas [ never made ufe of any fucl 
Terms, nor ever intended any {uch Thing; but, on the 
contrary, have frequently explained my Meaeing to be, 
an anreferved, diferetionary Power for every Man to fudb- 
lifo bis Thoughts upon any Subje@, and in any Manner, 
WHICH IS NOT FORBIDDEN BY THE LAWS OF THE 
Lanp. 
any Liberty of writing beyond thefe Bounds ; and whe 
ever, or wherever I may have pleaded for Lilerty in ge- 
neral, I defire and ought tobe underitood in sur Seafe 
only, whether the Limitation betore-mentioned be particn 
larly exprefs'd or not ; for whem an Author hath once de- 
fin'd and explain’d his Meaning, I do not thivk it necef- 
fary for Him to trouble the Reader with repeating it 
every Time He hath Occafion to write upon the fame 
Subject. — Though’ this egregious Mifreprefentation of 
the State of my Argument is not cont-ined in either of 
the Papers, which are now under Confideration, but in 
a * fubjequent one, 1 thought proper to takedNotice of 
it in this Place, in Order to give the Reader a true State 
of the Point in Debate, and to obviate the like Falfifi- 
cations for the future. si 

The Queftion between. us, fairly fta.ed and ftript of 
all che Fallacies, with whichHe hath furrounded it, is 
This ; whether the Liberty of the Prefs does not extend 
to the Examination of foreign Affairs, as well as of do- 
meftick Affairs, within she fame Bounds amd under the 
Jame Reftraints. 

The Writer of the Courant aflerted the Negative, in 
his fir Effay upon this Subject; and I undertook to 
maintain the Affirmative, ia my Anfwer to it. Let us 
therefore examine what He hath fiace advanc’d, by 
way of Argument, to fupport his new-fangled Difiinc- 
tion; in which He feems to have the Slisfertgne of 
ftanding /ing/e and without any Serend, even amongit 
the Writers of the fame Party; for his learned Brother 
et om hath lately vouchfafed to affert the Liberty 
of Writing in the moi general, unlimited Manner; and 
I do not remember that Mr. Oséerme hath any where 
given his Sanétion to this Diffinfion. And here I mul 
obferve another peculiar Circumftance of our Cafe, which 
is that We are often obliged to difpure a Point with oxe 
of these Writers, which all the reft have given up; but 
to proceed. 

I frankly acknowledged, in my Remarks on this Wri- 
ter, that the Liberty of the Prefs is certainly attended 
with fome Inconvenieacies, whether it is exercifed on 
forcign, or domeftick Affairs; but I obferved that thele 
Inconveniencies naturally attend Liberty of all Kinds, 
and that all Arguments drawn from the Difadvantages, 
which arife from Liderty in general, prove too much, if 
They prove any Thing, and can ferve only to recom- 
mend arbitrary Power. 

His Anfwer to This is another direét Falfification of 
my Argument; for He fays that inflead of enquiring 
whether the Praétice of examining foreign Traniactions 
be right and neceffary in Eagland, according to our efta- 
blifo’d Conftitution, I put a general Queftion of the Prefe- 
rence betweenabfolute Monarchy and abfalute Democracy. 

I call This a dire? Falfification ; for 1 was fo far froin 
putting a geweral Queftion between ab/olute Monarchy 
and abfolute Democracy, that the Queftion I put was evi- 
dently between ab/slute Monarchy and free Governments 
of atl Kinds ; aro own; which I {pecify’d 
ia fuch exprefs Terms, that it was impoffible for Him 
to mifunderftand my Meaning without Defign ; for ha- 
ving fhewn that the natural and neceflary Confequences 
of his Argument, by the Liberty of rape 
reign Affairs, equally affetted ali Liberty in general, 1 
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I never contended, or defigned to contend, far | #»; 


proceeded thus. Jt prove: that the particular Reflraints 
and Limitations, on which our Conftitution desends, are 
only fo many mifchievous Cligs on the Wheels of cur Gee 
vernment, and confequently ought to be taken away. Theo 
farewel ! to the Liberty cf Parliament, as qwel/ as to the 
Liberty of Writing ; for one may be eafily proved to be as 
detrimental to our Affairs, upon this bone Principle of 
Reafoning, as the ovher. 

One of the Reafoas, which He urged in bis fir? 
Effay, againtt making Paints of foreign Pelicy the Sub- 
jet of popular Debate, was the Incapacity of the com- 
mon People ta underitand them. In Anjwer to This, 
I gave my Opision that the ccmmon People were a6 
capsble of ucderilanding thee Points as domeftick AP 
fairs, when They are explaincd ta them. The Gentleman's 
Reply to this Obfervation is af a Piece with his other 
Reijning, and exadtly agreeable ta the Principles, on 
Whicls it is fourded ; That is, the Jprorance of the Pes- 
ple, and the Necefity of imp/icit Obedience to the Con- 
au of Minifiers. The Crattiman, fays He, is a/ways 
ppeatiag to, and trying the Merits of Miviflers, Ne- 
gotistions aus Treaties dy «@ Rule wlotly chismerical, the 
insagin ry Opinion ef a vague and indeterminate Publick, 
whith can bs wo weys afcertained, or colleted. But wil 
not this Objection hold equally ftrorg againk political 
Writings of all Rinds, add:efs’d to the Pesplz, whether 
Matters of external, or iatermas Polity are the Subicts 
of them ?—f asked Him, in my former Pater, whether He 
did net think that a Cobler, or a Porter, is as able to com 
prebend the bad Coufrguences of tos clofe a ConjunAiox with 
France, or the ujele/s Expence of maintsining foreign 
Troops ia Times of Peace, as the prefent State of the na- 
tional Debt, the Nature of cur Funds, or ary ctber Point 
of domeftick Adminiftration # To the /atrer Pert 
of this Queftion He makes no diftin& Reply; but 
expatiates, 19 his ufual Straig, on the extreme Difficulty 
of farming any right Judgment of cur /ate Myajures, in 
the critical Funfures, in which eur Mibitters 7am7 16 
thiir foveral Determinations how far they foould wink 
at, or vefent the feveral Attacks made om oir Interefls ? 
Have We wot ftood, fays He, fir four or five Years, on 
the very Brink of an hazardous, general War, into which 
the leaf rath, or unweighed Condu&t, in moft of thofe 
Points, bad ia all Probability plunged us ?$—— Why 
truely yes; but let me ask this Gent.eman, in my Turn, 
by whom and oy what Kind of Condu8, We were 
brought into fucha delicate Sisuatiov,as He terms it in 
another Place ; for This is a Queilion, which very nearly 
affeéts the Intereft of the Nati, as well-as the Merits 
of his Patron, and I capnot help entertaining a very 
ftrong Sufpicion that This is one of the principal Mo- 
tives to all the late Clamour and extraordinary Methods 
of Refeatmeat agateht any Enguiries of this Nature. 

But the Geatleman complains that I have evaded the 
Force of his Argument, ard mifreprefented the Point 
in Debate, concerning the evil Tendency and mifchie- 
vous Effects of fuch Writings on our Affairs abroad, by 
converting all his Reafonings into this general and in- 
diftimet Objection ; thar fuch Deb:tes give ovr Enemies 
an Opportunity of mingling in cur Councils, and Sirnifp 
them with Advantages over us in the Cabinet ; Sor, fays 
He, the very Point of the Argument, on which the chief 
Part of the Accufation turns, in my Cale, is Thiss that 
fuch Debates give our Enemies Hopes of fuccesding ot 
one Time, if They have not at another; and fp, by 
keeping Them fleady in their Councils, neceffarily “tempt 
Thew to draw out every Negetiation, or every War, in- 
to a mich creater Length than world otherwile be. mum 
Now, for my Part, I till think that the whole Weight 
of this Objection is contained in my general Propofition 
that fuch Debates furnifo our Enemies with Accantazes 
over us in the Cabinet; and I mult leave the Worl 
judge what Reafon He hath to complain of Difingenuity 
or Pravarication, in this Cafe; efpecialiy. when I 
made no Scruple of owning, at the fame Time, that 
there is fome Appearance of Argument, and perbars Trath 
too, in this Objeétion. : 

But fartber, lays He, the Writer of that Paper (mean- 
ing Himfelt) mot only lays down the general Propefition of 
fuch Debates, tending to make an Enemy flifT aad prom 
dute Delays, but backs the general Do€rine with affigning 
diftiaAly the loftances, ix which the Craftfman’s W7i- 
tings re bave bad that Effect, Ste by Step, through 
the whole Series of aur palt Tranfattions. But as the 
Craftfman di/guifes the general Accufation, fo He omits 
and overlooks the diftin&, particular Uluftration of % 
without a Word of Anfewer. Ihope, 1 thal} haisty 
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Him at la, by Qstint fils Argument in its full Length | 


and in his own Words. He may befieve me, when I 
aflure Him that my only, Reafon fur reducing it before 
© a general, /bort Pr paition, was to avoid Prolixity, 
which ought always to be avoided, ia /uch @ Paper, 
4s much as poflivle) and not with any Detign of con- 
Cealing the Force of bis Argument, or from any Ap- 
prehenfions of falling under the Weight of it. For the 
fam: Reafon I pais’d over what He calls his particular 
Mlaftration of the general Propofition. L apprehended that 
if I could evince the Ufefulnets and Legality of /ucb 
Writings in general, notwithftanding the Laconven.ences, 
which may fomctimes attend them, it would be of little 
Importance to the Argument to examine diftinétly the 
particu'ar Inflances, in which He endzavours to prove 
that our Writings have hada bad Influence on the late 
fublick Tranfa@ions. We might likewile ttand fairly ex 
cafed from entering into fuch an Examination in the 
Eyes of ever7 candid Man, who eonliders the Danger 
of taking fuch a Liberty, at prefent, and the Dificultics, 
in which we are already involved on that Account 5 but 
fince He preiles it upon me, and feems to triumph in 
an imaginary Viétory, I will confijer this particular 
Iluftration, as far as 1 judge is confiftent with Prudence 
and Sr/-prefervatio: — He begins thus. 

Let Him, for Example, feew that bis continued mal- 
treatinz an? ridiculing the “inillers bere at home did not 
tend to the off from their Weight and Figure abroad, and 
comlequert'y impede their Negotictions.— 1 am ready to ac- 
knowledge that the general Odium, Contempt, or Ri- 


“ diule, under which a Minifler labours at Lome, does 


certainly take eff from his Weight and Figure a/road, 
as Experience fufficiently inflruéts us; but ¢his Argy- 
ment cends, ke a!l his others, to impugn the Liderty of 
writing on any Matters of Government, domejlick as well 
as forvizas for a Minifier may render Himfelf as odious 
or comemptible, by his wicked Adminiltration at home, 
as by his filly Conduét of A@airs abroad; and therefore 
the Difcovery of either, according to this Argument, is 
eguilly mifchievous, and ought to be equally prevented. 

IT muft heie put the Reeder in Mind that what I fore- 
told, in my fir? Pauper oa tnis Subjc&, is aually come 
to oafs; eis: that if *his Kind of Reafoning foould be 
Suffered to pas. uson the World, We might exp: ta fee 
otntr Dill rétions azd Sab ditintions trampt ap, con- 
cerning the Examination of domeitick Affairs, upon the 
feme Principle of Reafoning. This, I fay, is already 
come to p.ii; for my ddverfary hath now broached 
another Ditivéion, or Su'-diftin2ion, Letween debating 
Poin's of dom fli.k Policy and difcovering, cr afferting 
domeftick Fadisf the latier of which He thinks as mif- 
chievous as eyamiring Matters of external Policy; fo 
that We flull foon tee what Degree of Liberty He hath 
Jeft us —What He fays of my Conduét, in this Par- 
ticu/.r, is nothing to the Purpofe ; for if bis Argument is 
re }ly agreeable co the Principles of our Confitution, | muft 
allow my felfas ¢ iminalin one Cafe, asin the other. 

This Metiot of Reaoning hath furnifhed me with 
another Objeryation on the fame Subje&; which is, 
thit Matters of external and internal Pclicy are fo inter- 
woven and blead.d togeiner in moft Governments, par- 
ticulily in ow own, that it is tmpoflible, in many 
Cafes, to divide them 5 for as the ill Conduét of foreign 
Aff irs generally aff ts our dime/ick Concerns in a very 
fenfi le Minuer; fo the bad AJininiftration of Affiirs at 
Aone ‘vith commonly the fame mifchievous Influesce on 
our Neg stiations aéraad ; but [civ dy no meant admit 
the Coniequence drawn by this Writer, that all Exami- 
nation of thrfe Svdjefls ought for that Reafon to be pro- 
hibited and (uspreded, becaute T apprehend that fuch a 
Refraint would rcnder our Condition much worf, in- 
fierd of fetter, Dy encour-ging fad AMinifers to purfue 
thofe Deizs, which Aibition, Avarice, or any other 
wicled Miouve may didtate to therm, without any Re- 
gard to the Tatcret of their Cozatry, or any Dread of 
publich Exaninzacton 

Tnow come to the particulir Inflances of Mifchief, 


which aie faid to bethe E%e&s of my Writings; and 
here agiia 1 am cel ged to quote the Gentleman's own 
Words, leit He fhovlt accufe me of Unfairnefs, or Mif- 


repreicniation; but I hope He wil excufe ne, if Ido 
not fwell iny Peper with ill Lis Tawtodgies and Repeti- 
tions —The fur creat Heaz: of Charge againf? me are 
contained in the follewirg Sentence, 

Lit hint focra (hays thin aathor, {peaking of me) 
that the Progrejs of ach Witings did not help to embol- 
den the Spani.h Court to infh om the Stipulations in Fa- 
gour of Dom Carlos 5 nor ajterzeards fpirit the German 
to emand our Affent to the Pragmatic Sanétion; shat 
tt bath not fince then occafired the manifef? Fears the 
Spaniards were ander of our fincerely intending to execute 
that Treaty. anzd thereby fut Tens om beginning and con- 
sinuing the Works before Gibraltar, as a Spur to our fo 
doing; and laftl, that it bath not given Life to the 
French Muchinations, in Oppofition to the afual Execu- 
tien of that Treaty or that it may not, if continued 
tend to draw set more and giester Inconveniences o4 
wi, if any of Thefe are to Le e.nficered as fuch. 

I am ‘orry to hear that a certain Gentleman fiands in 
need of any Apology onall, or any of shefe Accounts, and 
much more fo, that I fasuld be made the Scape-Gaut on 


fuch an Occafion. J was in full Expeétation of feeing the 
Introduion of Dow Carlos and the mage 4 of the prag- 
matick San@iwu applauded as Mea/ures bighly jufe, prudent, 
glrivus and advantagrats to Great Britain and as for 
the aevo Works before Gibraktarand the /ate Machinations 
of tee French Cezrt, I little thought, or apprehended, 
that They would be laid to my Coarge, having conttantly 
Oppos'd the one, as far as a Writer could oppofe them, 
and never given the moft diitant Encouragement to the 
aber. It is cruel therefore to lay fuch a Burthen upon 
Me — Alafs! my Shoulders are not half broad enough 
to fupport it! 

I mutt confefs, indeed, that it is impoflible for me to 
purge my ‘elf intirely from this Accujation 5 vecaule it 
is impoffible to prove what are really the private Mo- 
tives, which a€tuate the Conduét of Princes and States ; 
but I think it highly abfurd and ridiculous to fuppofe 
Them influenced, in fo particular a Manner, by a Set 
of Writers and Pamphleteers; or even bya Fadten, 
which hath been often called inxconfiderable both at Lome 
and abroad. They have not, at leait, beea ever yet able 
to defeat the Views, or Demands of the M———,, in 
the mof cffential Point of Government ; and till That is 
once done, 1 apprehend that foreign Princes lay but 
little Streis upon any Oppofition to their Meafures. 

But let us examire this Charge a little farther.—The 
Succeffion of Don Carlos was fipulated, long before this 
Paper was fet up, by the Quadruple Alliances as the 
Writers on the other Side have trequently urged, in Fa 
vour of their Patron, and fince That by the Treaties of 
Seville and Vienna, which are very unaccountably in- 
puted to Tho/e, who difapproved them, as far as Resion 
and the Law would permit Them to do. It is equ lly 
unjuft to lay the mew Works before Gibraltar to the 
Charge of the fame Gentlemen, who have always com- 
plained that the Defect of the Treaty of Utrecht was 
not fupply’d by fub/equent Treaties, and evea pointed it 
out, before fome of ‘Them were made. The Guaranty 
of the pragmatick Sanéien will admit of the fame Re- 
mark ; for We concuir'd with the Author of the Enquiry 
in our Apprehenfions that it may one Day prove dii- 
advantageous to the Intereft of Ewrope, and perhaps in- 
volve Great Britain ina War. As foe the lace Machi- 
nations of the French Court, We apprehend that They 
were occafioned by ihe ® /ate Treaty of Vienna, which 
was negotiated. and concluded without * * * * * * * 

1 fhall make but one Obfervation more on this Head; 
which ds, that if the Succejion of Don Carlos and the 
Guaranty of the , Sanéion are really bad Mea- 
fures in’ Themfelves, (as this Writer prefames to infi 
nuate, I think the Attempt, with which We are chary’d, 
to defeat Them, by /fore/falling and anticipating the Ar- 
ticles of thofe Treaties, in which They were itipulated, 
was rather a meritorious than a criminal Attempt. 

But whatever Effects our Writings may have produced, 
or whatever Encouragement they have given to our 
Enemies, the fame Queltion will ttill recur 5 whether all the 
great Advantages of the Liberty of the Pre/s ought to be 
given up, in order to prevent a few {ma'l Inconvenien- 
ces, which n.turally attend a// Liderty, as well as This ; 
or, in other Words, whether /uch Writings do not pro- 
duce more god Effeés than bad ones; and whether a 
Minifler ought to be fuffered to go on in his Meafures, 
without any popular Check or Control, leit the Exami- 
nation of his Conduct fheuld happen to give our Exemies 
fome Advantage. 

There is one more Arguinent of this Writer, which 
deferves our particular Notice. He fays that fuch a Me- 
thod of examining Negotiatisns aud Treaties tends to pre- 
vent the Acceffion of other States; to which He adds this 
wife Oniervition, that the worfe any Treaty is, the more 
We {land in Need of frengthening it by juch Acceffions, 
and confequently a// Writings, which tend to expoje it, 
are the more mifchievous aad prejudicial to the Nation. 

This is an excellent Argument, in Behalf of 4/endering, 
or c.rrupt Minifters + for, it feems, the more eas, or 
wicked they are, the more is our Duty to confide and 
acquiefce in their Conduét. Their very Fo/ly and Jni- 
quity ought to fanetify their Adminiftration, and exempt 
it from Cenfure. 

But if the Foundation of this Argument is folid and 
fubitantial, how fhall We defend the Conduct of the Whig 
Patriots and the Whig Writers in the Reigns of King 
Charles and King Fames the Second ? How thall We de- 
fend the Rever/al of thofe Sentences, which had been pafs’d 
upon Mr. Jobnfon and others, after the Revolution ? How 
fall We defend the Writings and Condutt of the Whigs 
at the latter End of Queen Anne's Reign, in order to ex- 
pofe and defeat the Negotiations of a general Peace, 
which were then carrying on by the Authority of the 
Crown? —— If the prefent J. r hath Reafon to 
complain of Difficulties and Diftrefics, from the Oppo 
fition, which He hath met with, how much more Rea- 
fon of Complaint had the Miniffers of thefe Times; when 
the Nation was more violently divided into Parties ; when 
the Malecontents in the Hox/e of Lords (who were ev.n 
join’d by many of the Bi/bops ) were able to carry Points 
againft the Court ; when the monied Companies in the 
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City gave their Affiftance to the fame Caufe; when 
fome of the gréate/t Powers in Europe added their Weight 
to the Oppofition, and even the Succeffor to the Throne 
encouraged it by a folemn Memorial, delivered in his 
N.me?— —I mention ¢hefe Points, without any Re- 
gard to Parties,and without any Defiga ofeither approv- 
ing, Or condemning all the Tranfaétions of thcfe Times, 
but only as Matters of Fa&, which may ferve to illuftrate 
the prefeut Argument. It will be to no Purpole to fay 
that the Mix:fers of thofe-Times were oppofed in bad 
Meafures and the prefent M r isoppo.’d in good 
ones for That is only begging the Queftion, as to the 
Argument, and a// Miniffers, whether good or dad, will 
have the fame Plea and aflert the fame Right. 

But I hope I have faid enough upon this Subjeft, and 
fhall now caft up the Account of Liberty, as it ftands be- 
fore us, when the Subftractions of shis Writer are de- 
duéted. Inthe firft Place, we muit.not write upon 
Negotiations, Treaties, ot foreign Affairs at all; efpeci- 
ally in critical Fun@ures, and delicate Situations, when 
Juch Writings are mott ufeful and neceflary ; becaufe they 
may happen to give our Enemies ai Advantage over us. 
Neither muft We enter, with any Freedom, into the Ex- 
sinination of cqmeffick Affuirs, becaufe it tends to dij 
cover Faéts, which may be produétive of the fame Evils. 
For this Reafon, though Cato hath been lately juftified 
and applauded, by the/e very Writers, for his inflaming 
Flarangues agrinft the S$. §. Direfors, We muft not te 
allow'd, according to ¢bis Argument, to expofe the Mifma- 
nagements of the charitable Corporation, or any other Com- 
panies of the fame Nature, In fhort, the only Liberty, 
which He hath left us, is either to extol the current Mea- 
Jures of the Times, or to write general Di/fcourfes upon 
Government, Which have no Relation to them. 

I will defy this worthy Gentlman to go above one 
Step farther ; and That is, either by propofing the Re- 
fioration of the Star-Chamber, or the Revival of the 
Licemfing-A@. If the datter Scheme fhould prevail in 
his good Opinion, I will take the Liberty to offer one 
Amendment. As I cannot Jearn that John Streater, 
of ever-famous and loyal Memory, hath leit any Re- 
prefentatives behind Him, in the Printing Bujine/s, 1 
would humbly propofe that the fame Exemption may be 
grantea to S. Buckley, F. Roteris and F. Peele ; whofe 
eminent Services to tlfé Publick have as fully inatitled 
Them to fuch an extraordinary Diftinétion. 

I will conclude with reminding our Readers of the 
great Difficulties and Reffraints, under which we are ob- 
liged to write, Our Adverfarics, having all the Advantages 
of Power on their Side, are privileg’d to expatiate in 
what Latitude They pleafe, and without any Regard to 
the ordinary Rules of Fuftice and Equity, 2s this Writer 
hath iatcly done, in endeavouring to exafperate our Fel/cev- 
Countrymen againft us; whilit We have all the Argas- 
Eyes of the Lasy upon us, and for that Reafon are often 
obliged to remain filent, when Weare fully able to de- 
feud ourfelves. 

FOREIGN AFFATIRS. 

Our laft Advices from the Hague mention a Report 
there, thit another Aljiance between England, France 
and Spain is now on the Carpet; by which the Peace 
and Ballance of Europe will be better eftablifhed than it 
hath ever yet been. —What do thefe Dutch Wri- 
ters mean? Can the Peace and Ballance of Europe /e 
better. eflablifhed than They are already ty the glorivns 
Execution of the Treaties of Seville and Vienna? 

LONDON, November 27. 

On Friday next, in the Mcrning. will come on at 
the King’s Bench, Wefiminfter, the TRIAL of Mr. 
FraNncCKLin, for prinsing the Hague Letter in the 
Craft/uan of Fan, ad "hit. 

Extra of a Letter from Jamaica, Sept. 14. The 
Shoreham Man of War, in her Psflage between Bar- 
badoes and th’s Place, met with a violent Hurricane, 
wherein fhe loft all her Mafts. Barbadoes is almoft ruin- 
ed thereby, ard Hifpaniola futtered extreamly. We had 
a Blaft of its Tail, which is attended with fuch dry 
Weather, that the Sugar Canes and Provifions are al- 
moft all detircy’d. We have miffed both of the May 
and Avguft Rains, and have not had a Seafon to plant 
a Grain of Corn or Provifion; fo God knows what 
will become of us! The Officers and §_ldiers are one 
half dead, and the others are fo fickly as to be of no 
poilible Service. I never faw People drop off fo fain 
my Life. 

Tuefday Night came on before the Lord Raymond, at 
the King’s Beach Bar, Weftminfter, a Trial between 
an Attoiney of the County of Effex Plaintiff, and a 
Juftice of the Peace of the fame County Defendant, for 
Slander and Defamation ; but it appeer ng to the Court, 

that the Attorney endeavoured to perfuade feveral of 
his Clients to withdraw their Befinefs from him, in or- 











the Defendant, with five Pounds Damage. 
A Writ of Error is taken ovt by the Lord Bishop of 

Ely, for carrying the Caufe Letween him and the Rev 

Dr. Bentley, by Appeal, into the Houfe of Lords. 
Lait Tuefday at a Board of Admiralty feveral fuper- 


Lordikiys Order accordingly. 





der to enhance- Damages, the Jury gave a Verdi& for 


annuated Seamen were minutcd for the Penfion off: 














Greenwich  Hofpital, and wete fens thither by thes ' 


